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EU Anti-Circumvention Rules in the Regime of
Trade Remedy and Implications forChina . from
the Perspective of EU Anti-Circumvention Cases

Edwin Vermulst & Yang Xiaoyan

[ Abstract]  Exporters’ circumvention of anti-dumping duties imposed by
importing countries is a phenomenon with a long history. While the WTO members
have not reached consensus on anti-circumvention rules in the regime of trade
remedy , European Union has provided regulations related to anti-ciccumvention and
gained abundant experience through application of these regulations. Chinese
products are the biggest target of EU anti-circumvention investigations, and the
obstacles resulting from it are increasing for Chinese producers. Therefore, it is
necessary to understand the rules in depth and explore the lessons for Chinese
producers. This article cites the anti-circumvention cases handled by the European
Commission as well as the European Court of Justice (ECJ) to help interpret and
understand the EU anti-circumvention rules and procedures. The authors also
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compare the trade remedy rules of anti-circumvention with the rules of origin and
Combined Nomenclature in the context of EU Customs Law. The authors further
explore the WTO compatibility of EU’ s anti-circumvention rules, and provide
advice on the lessons and strategies that should be learnt and taken by Chinese

producers in response to EU anti-circumvention investigations in the future.
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